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a delivery configuration and an implanted configuration, 
wherein: 

in said delivery configuration said device has at least one 
first dimension no larger than said aperture dimension; and 

in said implanted configuration said device has at least one 
second dimension at least as large as said aperture 
dimension. 

^^40T The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said second 
dimension lies along a different axis than said first 
dimension. 


The implantable device of claim 46, wherein, in use, said 
device is constructed and sized to be capable of subannular 
reorientation. ^ 


The implantable device of claim 47, wherein said 
reorientation comprises rotation. 

The implantable device of claim 47, wherein said 
reorientation comprises deforming the device. 

The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said second 
dimension results from causing or allowing the device to 
expand from said delivery configuration. 

^ The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said aperture 

dimension is a lateral width measured substantially 
perpendicular to the normal axis of the spine. 
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J$ The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said aperture 

dimension is a height measured substantially parallel to the 
normal axis of the spine. 

jfj The device of claim.45, wherein at least a portion of the 

device is formed at least in part of synthetic biocompatible 
material. 

^54^ The implantable device of claim 53, wherein said 
biocompatible material is polyethylene. 

g^^tf' The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of bioresorbable material. 

^ 6 The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 

device is formed at least in part of polytetrafluoroethylene. 

£ / The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 

device is formed at least in part of material to facilitate 
regeneration of disc tissues. 

<£Z~ ^-StfT* The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 

device is formed at least in part of shape memory material. 

£>^> The implantable device of claim 58, wherein said shape 

memory material is nitinol. 

&, </ ^-60^ The device of claim 45, wherein said device further 
comprises a flexible bladder. 

^ The device of claim 60, wherein said bladder further 

comprises a fluid. 

The device of claim 61 , wherein said fluid is a gel. 
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The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said aperture 
dimension is measured during delivery of said implantable 
device. 

£f Tne implantable device of claim 45, wherein said aperture 

dimension is measured after delivery of said implantable 
device. 

©50 The implantable device of claim 45, wherein said aperture 

dimension is measured before delivery of said implantable 
device. 

-7/ The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 

device is formed at least in part of a polymer. 

^67^ The device of claim 66, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of a polymeric sheet. 

^68^ The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of allograft. 

✓Tj ^69^ The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of autograft. 

The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of xenograft. 

^J^^^f- Tne device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of porous mesh. 

-7* 


The device of claim 45, wherein at least a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of fibrous material. 
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"^L^ 3 ^ The device °* claim 45> wnerein at ' east a portion of the 
device is formed at least in part of biocompatible fabric. 

JJ<£ The device of claim 45, further comprising an attachment 
element for facilitating fixation of the device to anatomical 
features of the patient. 

7^ _^7-5T The device of claim 74, wherein said anatomical features 
include vertebral bodies. 

The device of claim 74, wherein said anatomical features 
include the annulus fibrosus. 

The device of claim 45, further comprising attachment 
means for securing said device within the patient. 

g& ^f&~ The device of claim 77, wherein said attachment means 
comprise sutures. 

gt3 ^rf! The device of claim 77, wherein said attachment means 
comprise tension bands. 



gr^f ^80T The device of claim 77, wherein said attachment means 
comprise staples. 

1 The device of claim 77, wherein said attachment means 
comprise barbs. 

A device for treating a defect in an intervertebral disc 
annulus, the device comprising of a body having a delivery 
configuration and an implanted configuration, wherein: 
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in said delivery configuration said device has at least one 
first dimension permitting the device to be passed into or 
through the defect; and, 

in said implanted configuration said device has at least one 
second dimension that is at least as large as said defect. 


An implantable device for treating an aperture in the annulus 
fibrosus of an intervertebral disc, the device comprising a 
collapsible body, wherein the body is characterized by: 

a first collapsed configuration dimensioned to be at least 
partially delivered through the aperture; and, 

a second expanded configuration having at least one 
dimension at least as large as said aperture. 


A device for treating an intervertebral disc having an 
aperture in the annulus fibrosus, wherein the aperture 
provides a pathway for the migration of intradiscal material 
from the subannular space, the device comprising a barrier 
body wherein the body has: 

a first dimension during deployment permitting said device to 
pass through the aperture and, 

a second post-deployment dimension whereby said second 
dimension at least partially spans said aperture, thereby 
restricting the migration of intradiscal material through the 
aperture. 


REMARKS 

Entry and consideration of this amendment is respectfully requested. 
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